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• Part of the Orbis family of databases, managed by Bureau van Dijk, a Moody’s 
Analytics company

• Greenfield Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) projects and cross-border Mergers & 
Acquisitions (M&A) 

• Collection methodology:

• Use multiple news aggregation products and newsfeeds to identify potential FDI projects. 

• Collect additional information from reliable websites and sources: press releases, company 
websites, Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) filings or stock exchange 
announcements, etc.

Orbis Crossborder Investment Database



• Bilateral FDI project-level data
• Project name

• Source

• Destination

• Investing firm: location, industry

• Date: Announcement date, completion date

• Industry: NACE, NAICS, SIC, etc.

• Business function: manufacturing, retail, etc.

• Capital investment

Key Features, Data Coverage, and Accessing

• Coverage

• Year: 2013 - now

• Source countries: 180

• Destination countries: 220

• Industry: 584 NACE industries, 1296 NAICS 
industries 

• Projects: more than 196,000 projects 
between 2013 and 2023

• Subscription-Based Access: Available through institutional subscriptions, offering 
tailored access options for academic, corporate, and government organizations



Key Features



Applications 
Global high-tech FDI inflows into China and ASEAN-6 countries

Source: Banh Thi Hang and Yan Bowen (2023) 
“De-risking Strategy: A Blessing or a Curse for ASEAN-6’s Export Sophistication and FDI?”

• Trend analysis on FDI inflows/ stocks

Global high-tech FDI stocks into China and ASEAN-6 countries



• Policy Evaluation: Examine impact of 
protectionism measures on inward 
ASEAN FDI 

Pre-pandemic: Jan 2019 – Dec 2019

Pandemic: Jan 2020- Dec 2021

Post-pandemic: Jan 2022-Dec 2022

• Marginal effect measure: Average 
percentage change in ASEAN 
inward FDI corresponding to one 
new protectionism measure

• Protectionism impact on FDI during 
the pandemic – negative and 
significant

• Protectionism impact on FDI 
dissipates in the post-pandemic 
period

Source: Ammu George and Weilin Lu (2023) “The rising tide of Protectionism: Implications for ASEAN FDI

Applications (cont.)



• Developed by the CEPII, the French research center in international economics

• Detailed information on bilateral trade flows for a wide range of countries and 
products

• Reconstructs the original data from the UN Comtrade: 

• Harmonizing the data reported by different countries

• Correcting for discrepancies in reported trade values and volumes

CEPII - BACI Bilateral Trade Database



• Bilateral product-level trade data

• Exporter, Importer

• Year

• Industry: HS-6 digit

• Trade value, Trade quantity

Features, Coverage, Applications, and Accessing
• Coverage

• Year: 1995-2022, updated every year

• Countries: 200 countries

• Products: about 5000 HS-6 digit products

• Accessing: Freely available from the CEPII website

• Some applications:

• Analyze global trade dynamics, study trade relationships between countries

• Evaluate trade policies

• Understand the impact of globalization on trade



Key Features



Coverage 
Aggregate value of trade flows recorded in BACI (in US$)

Source: CEPII



Coverage 
Number of HS-6 digit products (1992 revision)

Source: CEPII



Applications 

Source: Banh Thi Hang and Yan Bowen (2023) 
“De-risking Strategy: A Blessing or a Curse for ASEAN-6’s Export Sophistication and FDI?”

High-tech exports in China and ASEAN-6 countries



More Applications 

• Using Network Analysis to understand RCEP member 
positions in intra-RCEP trade and FDI

• FDI Inflows into China and Vietnam and Impact of the 
US-China Trade War
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