
Webinar Report 

Mitigation Strategies in Response to the Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-19 

Under the Subnational Competitiveness Webinar Series, ACI conducted a webinar for Lampung 

province, titled “The Inaugural Provincial Dialogue on the Economy and Development 2020 for 

Lampung”. The attendees included senior officeholders from various Lampung government 

agencies, members of Indonesian Employers’ Association (APINDO) of Lampung, and academics 

from the University of Lampung. 

Webinar 1: The Inaugural Provincial Dialogue on the Economy and Development 2020 for 
Lampung 2020 

 
Wednesday, 7 October 2020 
10.00 – 12.00 WIB (GMT+7) 

 

 
 
Opening Remarks 

The webinar began with opening remarks from Professor Paul Cheung, Director of Asia 

Competitiveness Institute (ACI). In his opening remarks, Professor Cheung highlighted the 

importance of economic resilience and the availability of social and economic protection 

against current and future shocks. Given the rapid transformations in economic structure and 

work dynamic in Indonesia and globally, Professor Cheung hopes that the webinar will provide 

a critical platform for key policymakers and stakeholders to engage in meaningful dialogue on 

the economic condition and strategic direction for the province moving forward. 

Session 1 



2020 Annual Update of ACI’s Competitiveness Rankings and Simulation Studies of Lampung 

Speaker: David Gunawan 

Research Assistant 

Asia Competitiveness Institute, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy 

National University of Singapore 

 

ACI research provides a quantitative framework to track the competitiveness level of all the 

provinces across Indonesia. Key notable findings are as follows 

• In 2020, Lampung’s overall ranking has decreased from 15th to 22nd placing, out of 34 

provinces. 

• Out of 10 provinces in the Sumatera region, Lampung is ranked 5th in Overall 

Competitiveness. 

• Compared to 2019, Lampung’s rankings in 2020 for the four environments have 

undergone the following changes: 

1. Macroeconomic Stability: Decreased from 14th to 17th rank 

2. Government and Institutional Setting: Decreased from 10th to 21st rank 

3. Financial, Business and Manpower Condition: Decreased from 13th to 17th rank 

4. Quality of Life and Infrastructure Development: Decreased from 25th to 27th rank 

• Top three strongest indicators: 

1. Lack of Corruption 

2. Internet Access at School 

3. Labour Relations 

• Top three weakest indicators:  

1. Population per Number of Bank Branches/Offices 

2. Households with Pipe Water Services  

3. Desktop Computer Ownership 

Session 2: Mitigation Strategies in Response to the Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-19 

 

Speaker: Ir. Hamartoni Ahadis 

Head 

Regional Planning and Development Agency 

Province of Lampung  

 

  M. Yusuf Kohar 

  Head 

  DPP APINDO Lampung 

 
  Dr. Ayi Ahadiat 



Head of International Services and Cooperation Department 

Faculty of Economics and Business 

University of Lampung  
 

Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on Lampung’s Economy 

The COVID-19 pandemic has significantly affected Indonesia’s economy and propelled all 

provinces to revise their 2020 economic projections for 2020. Lampung is no exception. 

According to Mr. Hamartoni Ahadis, the head of Regional Planning Development Agency of 

Lampung, the province has revised its GRDP growth and poverty rate forecast. GRDP growth 

rate was revised from 5.4-5.7% to 2-3% and poverty rate was expected to increase to 11 – 

11.5%.  

Dr. Ayi Ahadiat postulated that the pandemic also impacted the job market in Lampung. As 

evidence. Dr. Ayi presented a survey from BPS Lampung, which reported that up to 45% of 

Lampung’s workforce experienced drops in their income levels in 2020. Comparisons of income 

levels revealed that workers earning less than Rp 1.8 million per month are more likely to 

experience income reduction, relative to workers in other income brackets. While workers of all 

sectors experienced a drop in income due to COVID-19, Dr Ayi said that workers in warehouse 

transport, trading, and construction were the hardest hit. Over 70% of the workers in these 

sectors experienced income reductions.  

Identifying Drivers of Growth 

Dr. Ayi expected the agricultural sector to be amongst the low-risk, high impact sectors, with 

growth potential during the COVID-19 period. During the COVID-19 economic downturn, the 

agricultural sector was one of the few sectors to experience a positive growth. As the sector is 

also the largest GRDP contributor to the province, Dr Ayi said that it is poised to become the 

driver of growth during this period. One of the programmes implemented by Lampung’s 

government to empower the agricultural sector is the “Kartu Petani Berjaya (KPB)” programme, 

which was designed to provide digital solutions to farmers in order to enhance their income.  

In the longer run, Mr. Hamartoni stated that as part of Lampung’s 5-year plan, covering the 

period of 2019 – 2024, the government intended to establish special economic zones (SEZs) in 

Lampung to spur trade and investment in the province. Mr. Yusuf has highlighted that the 

government’s SEZs planning should take into account the business sectors perspective. When 

determining the industry focus of the SEZs, Mr Yusuf suggested that the government should 

consider the innovativeness of Lampung’s entrepreneurs, who have displayed a high level of 

innovativeness in developing on-demand products and services despite the unfavourable 

economic condition during COVID-19. This creativity, entrepreneurial spirit, and innovativeness, 

Mr Yusuf said, is the competitive advantage of Lampung.  


